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COP 28 Resolution 41/57:As touched upon above, one of the key areas of progress 
made with the engagement of HighLevel Champions is the launch of new 
Breakthroughs. The Buildings Breakthrough, launched with the Governments of France 
and Morocco, together with UNEP, aims to make near-zero emissions and climate- 
resilient buildings the new normal by 2030 under the wider Breakthrough Agenda. The 
UNEP/GlobalABC secretariat, the International Energy Agency and IRENA, together 
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with the High-level Champions, will undertake an annual assessment of global progress 
in the sector. 


Resolution point 41 from the UAE Global Climate Action at COP 28 in 2023 highlights 
progress made in the area of building sustainability through the launch of the Buildings 
Breakthrough initiative. This initiative, launched in collaboration with the Governments 
of France and Morocco and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), aims 
to transition towards near-zero emissions and climate-resilient buildings by 2030 as part 
of the wider Breakthrough Agenda. Additionally, the UNEP/GlobalABC secretariat, the 
International Energy Agency (IEA), and the International Renewable Energy Agency 
(IRENA), in coordination with the High-level Champions, will conduct an annual 
assessment of global progress in the sector. 


Positive Side: 


Sustainable Infrastructure Development: The Buildings Breakthrough initiative signals a 
commitment to sustainable infrastructure development by aiming to transition towards 
near-zero emissions and climate-resilient buildings. This aligns with broader climate 
goals and contributes to reducing the carbon footprint of the built environment. 


International Collaboration: The collaboration between governments (France and 
Morocco), UNEP, and other international organizations such as the IEA and IRENA 
demonstrates international cooperation in addressing climate change. By working 
together, countries and organizations can leverage their expertise and resources to 
accelerate progress towards building sustainability. 


Long-term Vision: Setting the goal of making near-zero emissions and climate-resilient 
buildings the new normal by 2030 provides a clear and ambitious long-term vision. 
This timeframe allows for strategic planning and implementation of measures to achieve 
significant reductions in emissions and enhance resilience in the building sector. 


Negative Side: 


Implementation Challenges: Achieving near-zero emissions and climate-resilient 
buildings by 2030 may face implementation challenges, including technological 
barriers, financial constraints, and regulatory complexities. Transitioning existing 
buildings and infrastructure to meet sustainability standards requires significant 

investments and may encounter resistance from stakeholders. 


Monitoring and Assessment: While the initiative includes an annual assessment of 
global progress in the building sector, ensuring accurate monitoring and assessment of 
progress can be challenging. Developing robust methodologies and indicators to 
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measure emissions reductions and resilience improvements in buildings may require 
coordination among various stakeholders and data sources. 


Equity Considerations: The transition towards sustainable buildings should also 
consider equity considerations, ensuring that vulnerable communities have access to 
climate-resilient infrastructure and affordable housing. Addressing equity concerns may 
require targeted policies and investments to ensure that benefits are distributed 
equitably across society. 


In conclusion, while Resolution point 41 demonstrates positive progress in promoting 
building sustainability through the Buildings Breakthrough initiative, challenges related 
to implementation, monitoring, and equity considerations should be carefully 
addressed to maximize the initiative’s effectiveness in advancing climate goals in the 
building sector. 
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